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The Christmas Spirit
With ‘The Miracle
On 34th Street’

BY KHANA A. RILEY
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Jack and Jill Christmas Play Group

BY SONIA KING
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG With the commitments and
responsibilities that keep our
schedules busy, it is refreshing
to take a step back and
remember the spirit of
Christmas. Last Sunday, the
Pinellas County Chapter of
Jack and Jill of America, Inc.
revisited their imaginations
though the eyes of Mr. Kris
Kringle as they experienced
“The Miracle on 34th Street,”
presented
by
the
St.
Petersburg City Theatre. The
St. Petersburg City Theatre,
Florida’s oldest continuously
operating community theatre,
featured “The Miracle on 34th
Street” this holiday season.
The play tells about the
conflict between reality and
imagination and how the
belief in Santa Claus can
remain eternal. Although Mr.
Kringle faces a hearing on

charges of impersonating
Santa Claus, the charges are
dismissed. In the audience,
parents and children alike
cheer as his good name is
restored. It is apparent that
imagination does prevail in
this classic tale, as some of the
children in attendance
remarked that they were glad
Santa Claus was here with us
at the play.
Jack and Jill of America,
Incorporated is an AfricanAmerican organization of
mothers who nurture future
lea de rs by stren g t h en i n g
children ages 2-19 through
chapter programming,
community service, legislative
advocacy and philanthropic
giving. They believe every
child, with proper guidance
and opportunity, can be a
leader. For more information
on Jack and Jill, please visit
www.jackandjillinc.org or
contact the current Chapter
President, Nathalia JeffreyFort: tonifort@aol.com.
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S T. P E T E R S B U R G Fairmount Park Elementary is
home to one of many sites of
5000 Role Models Mentoring
Program. Supervised under the
leadership of Steven Whitfield,
the Role Models have been off
to a busy start and show no
signs of slowing down. The
5000 Role Model Mentoring
Program was established in
1993 by Senator Frederica S.
Wilson. She noticed a pattern of
young minority boys being
incarcerated, entering the drug
trade, or dropping out of school.
Her response was to form the
500 African-American Male
Role Models of Excellence
Program. That program has
excelled and accelerated to what
is now the 5000 Role Model
Mentoring Program. Adult
males are making their presence
known in an attempt to claim
back their young black males.
Statistically, the role model
program shows that boys who
have mentors are 52 percent less
likely to skip school, 46 percent
less likely to start using drugs,
and 33 percent less likely to hit
someone.
At Fairmount Park
Elementary, the number of
young males in the program
continues to grow as the invitation to join has now been
extended to 3rd grade. With a
strong African American male
presence, the spirit of brotherhood runs rampant throughout
the halls. “We meet twice in a

4th and 5th Grade Role Models, with mentors and advisors
Sherrod Prichett, Steven Whitfield, Michael Williams and Jermaine Mitchell.

5th Grade Role Models with teachers Paula McElligiott and Cameshia Ware.

month to have our mentoring
sessions. My belief is young
men need a foundation to start
with in order to be successful.
They need guidance from older

men to help steer them down the
right path,” says Steven
Whitfield. Whitfield has
organized once a month
mentoring sessions, where a

ROLE MODELS

continued on pg. 12

Gingrich Could Benefit
From Cain’s Former Followers
BY CHARLES D. ELLISON
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE PHILADELPHIA
TRIBUNE
WAS HINGTON — T h e
Republican primary has yet another
flavor of the month: Newt
Gingrich. Here we go again, as the
one-hit ’90’s R&B classic goes.
Gingrich now joins a long line of
Republican presidential wannabes
itching for a ticket to the White
House. But, questions loom after so
many one-hit campaign wonders
like that Portrait song in the prior
sentence: Will Newt last?
At the moment, he seems
invincible. Clearly, the former
House speaker — one of the most
infamous and troubled politicians
in modern American political
history — is experiencing a surge
unlike any other in the crowded
GOP primary circus. Around Labor

Day, the millionaire, dome-ofwhite hair pol with a penchant for
writing revisionist history was deep
in the darkest depths of Republican
polling at a 4.5 percent average.
Folks had written Newt off in
early June when his senior
campaign staff quit en masse as he
vacationed on the Mediterranean
with wife Callista. The impression
was that Gingrich could barely
manage his campaign — what
makes anyone think he could
manage a whole country?
Despite the near fatal blow to
his presidential prospects, the
speaker kept his cool. “The reality
of politics is if you have a good
enough leader who is positive
enough, they can ignore the other
candidates,” Newt boasted during
an interview with CNN’s Piers
Morgan. “They can create a
positive majority around a positive
set of solutions, and let the other

candidate worry about me."
But, a string of masterful
tactical moves ended up catapulting
Newt to the top. For one, there were
extremely successful debate performances in which the real-life
embodiment of “Megamind” was
able to showcase his superior
Republican intelligence. The GOP
primary electorate became
enamored with the former speaker
as he repeatedly and comfortably
outsmarted his competitors with
brilliant catch phrases and talking
points publicly baked as innovative
ideas.
Newt, once a career congressman and savvy legislator who bum
rushed his way into speakership,
was now the beloved rabblerousing outsider condemning
tainted political insiders. He stood
out from the pack, from the flipflopping former Massachusetts
governor to a dubious Minnesota

Newt Gingrich

congresswoman and former IRS
attorney posing as the federal government’s worst nightmare —
while on a federal government
paycheck.
The other, critical tipping point
in Gingrich’s resurgence: Herman
Cain.

GINGRICH

continued on pg. 9
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Occupy The Dream
BY DR.
BENJAMIN F.
CHAVIS, JR.
NNPA
COLUMNIST
The issue of income inequality in
the United States demands our
attention and social action. In particul a r i n the Af r ican -Ame rica n
community, the economic inequities
are so real and institutionalized; we are
more and more aware of how the devastating impact of income inequality
continues cause a downward spiral of
the quality of life African-Americans
and others who are entrapped in the
deep mire of poverty, pain and hopelessness. The dream of The Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is just as
relevant today as we move into 2012
as it was back in 1963 at the March on
Washington.
Dr. King’s dream was the
American dream of freedom, justice
and equality for all. Yet we all should
be reminded that by the beginning of
1968, Dr Martin Luther King Jr was
very concerned and focused on the
questions of poverty and systemic
economic injustice. The Civil Rights
Movement, with the historic coalition
between the black church, organized
labor, liberal whites, Latinos, students
and peace activists, and many others
from a diversity of organizations, had
reached a transformative stage in its
evolution. The time had come to
expose and challenge the diabolic connection between racial injustice and

economic inequity.
The Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) under
Dr. King’s leadership boldly called for
a “Poor People’s Campaign” to plan a
massive “occupation” of Washington,
DC in 1968 to challenge the prevailing
and pervasive stranglehold of
economic injustice not only for black
people, for all of “God’s children.”
Rev. Andrew Young at that time was
one of Dr. King’s most trusted assistants. With respect to the call for the
Poor People’s Campaign, Young
stated, “We intended to arouse the conscience of the nation around the issues
of poverty as we had challenged the
nation to reject segregation. We hoped
the process of training and mobilization would empower poor people in a
new social movement that transcended race.”
Today, in just a few months time
since their initial demonstrations, the
Occupy Wall Street movement has
been successful in staging major nonviolent civil disobedient protests from
New York City to Los Angeles and
throughout the United States around
the issues of income inequality and
economic injustice. But beyond the
growing number and size of the
Occupy Wall Street protests, their
greatest accomplishment thus far has
been the raising of awareness on a
national level about the contradictions
of present-day income inequities and
injustice.
That is why I am so grateful for
the vision and responsible outreach of

Russell Simmons, Rev. Dr. Jamal
Bryant, Zach McDaniels, Bishop John
R. Bryant, Rev. Dr. Carroll A.
Baltimore, Sr., and many other black
clergy leaders from across America
who have affirmed, “Occupy the
Dream” as ecumenical coalition of
church leaders who are joining with
the brothers and sisters of the Occupy
Wall Street movement to push for
economic justice for all in the legacy
of the dream of the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. We are part of the 99 percent
who are challenging the 1 percent who
increasingly control the wealth and
future prosperity of the nation.
The black church in America
continues to be the backbone of the
Civil Rights Movement and all successful movements for change in this
nation in last 100 years have involved
the presence and the visionary
activism of the black church. Now
with the increasing poverty, disproportionately high home foreclosure rates
and loss of property, unemployment,
the lack of the best quality education
for our children, absence of good
health care delivery, discriminatory
and unjust intergenerational incarceration, fiscal crisis for Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs);
deterioration of our communities and
business, and a growing sense of
despair among millions of our youth, it
is imperative that African-Americans
should not wait passively for someone
else to speak out and take action for the
economic recovery of black America.
Occupy the Dream is the revital-

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best

ization and revival of the spirit, consciousness and activism of the black
church community working in
strategic coalitions with others to
demand and acquire economic justice
and equality. Thank God for the
Occupy Wall Street movement and
for reminding us of our challenges,
responsibilities and opportunities
today to make a big sustainable differences in the quality of life in our communities and for all people who cry
out for a better way of life. On January
16, 2012, we will be calling on the
black church and other people who
believe in freedom, justice and
equality to come out and demonstrate
with us in front of Federal Reserve
Banks across the nation in both a
symbolic and substantive visible
protest against the growing massive
income inequality in America.
Occupy the Dream is about
building the “Beloved Community”
that Dr. King envisioned. Dr King said
it best, “Change do not roll on the
wheels of inevitability, but comes
through continuous struggle. And so
we much straighten our backs and
work for our freedom.” Yes, we must
straighten our minds, backs, money,
spirits and souls. We have to work for
economic justice. We have to work for
the empowerment of all people.
Occupy the Dream! Stop income
inequality. The American Spring is
coming in 2012. The freedom train is
rolling. Get on board today. Occupy
the Dream.

Out Of Touch With America
BY DR.
JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA
COLUMNIST
If you needed evidence that
Republicans are out of touch with
America, look no further than
recent exchanges among candidates. Mitt Romney bet Rick Perry
t e n thous and dollars ove r
something in his book. I understand
that Mr. Romney is disturbed that
Mr. Perry has taken some of his
work out of context, but a ten
thousand dollar bet! Give me a
break. With the average American
household surviving on about
$50,000 a year, that ten grand represents nearly three months living
expenses for the average family.
Could Romney have figured out a
way to make his point with Perry
without thumbing his nose at the
rest of us?
On a roll, Romney also took on

now-frontrunner Newt Gingrich for
making more than a million dollars
in a contract with Freddie Mac. He
thinks Newt ought to return the
money. I want to know what Newt
wa s doing fo r t h e m o rt g ag e
company that made him worth $1.6
million. And it just goes to show
how differently Newt lives than the
rest of us do. Of course, that point
was made when he dropped a cool
half million dollars at Tiffany’s.
There i s a y awn i n g g u l f
between the economic status of
these presidential candidates and
the rest of us. Even the Obamas
were still paying off student loans
when elected in 2008! No wonder
these folks don’t want to tax the
wealthy – they are the wealthy.
The Tea Party populists talk
about the “little people,” but not
many little people make ten
thousand dollar bets or earn
millions of dollars consulting for
mortgage companies. It’s enough
to make you chuckle in dismay at

how out of touch these people are.
Meanwhile, although the
unemployment rate has dropped,
there are still more than 14 million
people officially out of work. Out
of touch Republicans who refuse to
pass legislation to put people back
to work. The concerns of such
ordinary working people are a
concern that certainly Mr. Romney
has never had to experience. No
wonder he can run around making
five-figure bets.
Whenever the wealth of some
Republicans is raised, others talk
about “class warfare” and suggest
that economic envy is at the root of
talk of taxing the wealthy more.
But folks like Bill Gates, Sr. say the
wealthy should be taxed more, not
less. Romney and Gingrich are
using their wealth to finance their
campaigns, and so I guess they
n eed ev ery n i ck el t h ey ca n
scrounge together.
Maybe this seems a little meanspirited, but the audacity of a

The Weekly Challenger

wealthy candidate to make a five
figure bet has just flabbergasted
me! It reminds me of Marie
Antoinette, who probably never
said, “let them eat cake,” but was
beheaded for her free spending
ways. I’m not suggesting
beheading as punishment for
Romney or Gingrich, but the
French Revolution raises interesting parallels to the present time.
The Occupy movement speaks to
the deep economic frustration that
so many people are experiencing,
but there are probably more people
who went shopping the day after
Thanksgiving than occupied
anything, even for a minute.
That’s why Romney’s bizarre
b e h a v i o r w o n ’t e v e n r a i s e
eyebrows in some circles. Romney
may be out of touch with America,
but sometimes I think that we, too,
are out of touch for electing people
who have essentially told all of
Americans who can’t afford bread
that they, too, can eat cake.

RATE REDUCTION SPECIAL!

lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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Building Faith And
Community Partnerships
BYREV. ALWILLIAMS
DEPUTY DIRECTOR,
ONE CHURCH ONE CHILD
TAMPA- In the state of Florida, there are
approximately 850 children in foster care, available
and waiting with no family identified to adopt them.
Many of them are sibling groups, older children,
and minority children, who tend to wait longer or
are not adopted. Every child deserves a family and a
home to call their own. At age 18, most children will
age out of foster care but are really not ready to be
on their own, without encouragement, direction and
support to ensure success in life.
To help address the problem of children
lingering in foster care, One Church, One Child of
Florida (OCOC) was implemented in the state in
1988. This non-profit, statewide organization
develops successful partnerships with churches
across Florida to educate the communities, to make
families aware of the plight of waiting children in
foster care, to inform them on the process involved
in adoption, to identify families interested in
adoption or foster care and to refer those families to
the local Community Based Care Lead Agency
partners to complete the appropriate approval
process. As a partner with Eckerd Community
Alternatives, One Church One Child continues to
be available to the families as they complete their
approval process.
One Church One Child has roots that go back to
1980 where it was founded in Chicago, ILwhen
Greg Coler, Director of the Illinois Department of
Children and Families, approached Father George
Clements, Priest at Holy Angels Catholic Church,
who took the lead in working with the churches,
from all denominations, to develop the One Church
One Child program. The program was so successful in reaching the faith community and getting
children adopted out of foster care, when Coler
came to work in Florida as the Secretary of the
Department of Children and Families, the program

was established here.
One Church One Child continues to work in
partnership with the Department of Children and
Families and local Community Based Care Lead
Agencies, such as Eckerd Community Alternatives,
to partner with the churches and recruit families
interested in adoption or foster, to lend support to
families and children who are waiting in foster care
for adoption. The promise is to “Find at least one
family in each church to adopt one child.” One
Church One Child also partners with local businesses, agencies, organizations, civic groups, etc.
Reverend Beverly Lane, Pastor of Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Tampa,
leads the state as President of the One Church One
Child Board. She also works locally with Rev. Brian
Brown and Rev. Emmett Wiseman in the SunCoast
Region. She states, “Unfortunately, families face
many problems, and children end up in foster care
as a result of being abandoned, abused or neglected.
When the state removes children for their safety and
well-being, foster families are needed to house the
children and when problems are not able to be
resolved and children are placed for adoption,
families are needed who can provide a permanent,
loving home. We thank the Lord for communities
such as ours, who have a God who says ‘Suffer the
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not:
for of such is the Kingdom of God.’Through our
churches and communities we can come together,
open our hearts and homes and address this need for
permanency.”
Rev. Brian Brown leads the One Church One
Child Local Advisory Committee, in Pinellas and
Pasco Counties, that is made up of volunteers from
the local communities who are interested in helping
make a difference for children.
Dr. Arie Sailor, One Church One Child
Executive Director, states, “Through effective, collaborative partnerships with the churches, Eckerd

FAITH continued on pg. 6

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

James Ulysses Edwards, Jr. ‘Jock’
Educator,Machine Repairman,Husband/Parent,Grandparent
This gentleman is well known and well liked, but
few people know his legal name. Those who grew up
with him in St. Petersburg know him as Jock Edwards
or Junior Roundtree. Neither of these names is a legal
one. He was named James Ulysses Edwards, Jr., after
his father. Neighbors called him Junior Roundtree
because of his mother’s family name, and schoolmates
called him Jock. Jock was actually a bad spelling for
Jacques or Jacque, the names his foreign language
teacher told him were equivalent Spanish and French
names for James. From that day to this one, he has
been called Jock by everyone, even his family.
Jock Edwards was born January 19, 1937 at 1514
Fourth Avenue South, right where Tropicana Field
now sits. The family lived there until he was in junior
high school, then moved to a bigger house right next
door at 1516. There he lived until he graduated from
Gibbs High School. Booker Creek, where he and his
friends learned to swim, ran through the area. And the
area we know as Demens Landing is what he knew as
South Mole. He remembers his childhood as a happy
one. Neighbors and family members had close relationships, a bonus for him. “I remember the nurturing
and care given by family and neighbors. They were
there to keep us on track, not to abuse us like some
neighbors and family members today,” Edwards
noted.
In 1956, Edwards married his high school sweetheart (Jannette Smith) and enlisted in the US Air Force.
Going into the Air Force gave him the opportunity to
travel and see many of the things he had read about in
high school. Training took place at Lackland AFB in
Texas and Keesler AFB in Mississippi. He spent a
short period of time at Homestead AFB in south
Florida, where he was trained to work in the control
tower at the airport. It was a job and skill he never
practiced. The majority of his service was in Europe.
He was stationed the longest period in Germany, but

he also spent time in
Greenland, France,
Spain, Amsterdam
and Holland (the
Netherlands).
When he returned
home 4 years later,
he began working at
Leggett Drug Store
as a stockperson.
From Leggett, he
went to work at Bay
Pines. The next job was at the Burry Biscuits
Company in Newark, New Jersey; where he was a
supply person and a machine repairman. ”It was the
same company where my mother worked, so the
respect they had for her helped me to be accepted and
nurtured by her co-workers as I learned a new job.
Doing a good job was important, so I learned to fix
every machine in the company,” Edwards related.
The move to New Jersey changed the life paths for his
entire family.
While he was working at Burry Biscuits, the
principal at a local high school began talking with the
parents of children in his school. An education group
had received a grant to help parents go to college or
trade schools in order to provide a better life for their
children.” That was a special blessing for Edwards
and his family. His wife and children encouraged him
to take the required test and see what happened.
By that time, Edwards had been out of high school
over 15 years and was the father of 5 children.
Although he could not envision himself as a student at
that time, his scores on the entrance exam were impressive enough to get him selected as the recipient of a 4
year grant. That allowed him to work and take care of

SPOTLIGHT continued on pg. 5
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas Graduation
Rate Continues
Upward Trend
PINELLAS COUNTY The Florida Department of
Education released the 2010-11
graduation rates today and
Pinellas continues to show an
upward trend, matching the
state graduation rate of 80.1
percent up 2.4 percentage
points from 77.7 percent in
2009-10. Pinellas has increased
its overall graduation rate by
8.68 percentage points since
the 2007-08 school year.
“Overall, I’m encouraged
that the district is making
progress. Specifically, I’m
pleased that several schools
that have had difficulty gaining
traction appear to be moving
ahead,” said Superintendent
John Stewart. “Of course we
still have a lot of work to do,
but we’re heading in the right
direction, and for that I credit
the teachers and administrators who are working so hard
to help our students be successful.”
Among the high schools
showing the greatest gains in

2010-11 were:
Dunedin Hi g h - 9 1 . 5 7
percent up 8.11 percentage
points from 83.46 percent in
2009-10.
Largo High – 82.92 percent
up 8.75 percentage points from
74.17 percent in 2009-10.
Pinellas Park High – 89.72
percent up 10.95 percentage
points from 78.77 percent in
2009-10.
Associate Superintendent
Bill Lawrence reports, “The
transition to the 7-period day
has created additional opportunities for students to earn and
recover credits and allows them
to be more engaged in schools
through elective courses.”
The National Governors
Association (NGA) graduation
rate uses a fo rm u l a t h at
includes standard and special
diplomas as graduates but
excludes all GEDs (General
Educational Development).
The NGA rate replaces
Florida’s previous calculation
method that included GEDs.

Sickle Cell
Luncheon Brings
Holiday Cheer

BY TERRI P. MURPH
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - The
spirit of the season was in full
bloom Saturday, Dec. 3 when
t h e S i ck l e C el l Di s eas e
Association of America, St.
Petersburg Chapter, hosted its
annual Christmas party and
luncheon at the Enoch D.
Davis Center.
Approximately 85 people
attended the luncheon where
the chapter, sickle cell clients,
and members of their
immediate families enjoyed an
early afternoon lunch. They
were en t ert ai n ed b y T h e

P aul e t t e J o h n s o n D a n c e
Studio and the Expression of
Praise Ministries from
Southside Tabernacle Baptist
Church. Excitement filled the
air when Santa Claus stopped
by to deliver gifts to the clients
and take a picture with each
one. Christmas carols were
sung and a fun time was had
by all.
Sickle Cell Board
M e m b e r, C a r o l y n P o o l e ,
chaired the event. Mary
Murph is the chapter’s founder
and president and Myron Mills
is the Sickle Cell Coordinator.
To reach the Sickle Cell
Association office, call 727896-CELL.

Wealth
Building

Beware The Refund
Anticipation Loan

By Cherin L. Stover

Why Pay When You Can Get Your Taxes Done for Free?

LARGO - Tax payers often
apply for a refund anticipation loan
(RAL) through a paid professional
tax preparation service where a fee
is charged for the preparation of the
tax return. An additional fee is
charged by the service for originating a bank product and establishing
a short-term bank account. The
bank through which the loan is
made charges finance charges.
RALS, like payday loans and title
loans, are high profit, low-risk
loans marketed toward the
working poor.
Consumer advocacy groups
across the country continue to try
get the word out about the true
costs of the RALS, to workers and
communities, and to encourage the
use of free tax preparation services
so that workers keep all of their tax
refunds, including earned income

SPOTLIGHT

continued from page 4
his family while he pursued a
college degree. A third shift job at
the post office gave him time for
family, school, and his job.
Further, this whole experience
was one of numerous lessons. Not
knowing any better, Edwards took
21 credit hours in the first semester
as a freshman. Tough schedule,
but he made the Dean’s List. His
children all did well in school;
they were determined not let him
outdo them.
Edwards earned a BA degree
from Newark State College.
Though his degree was in mathematics, he also received training
in Exceptional Education
Opportunities and spent many
years teaching both math and life
skills. “So many days,” relates
Edwards, I think about the after
school programs with which I
worked. I was always candid with
my students, and I think about so
many of them who came to me for
advice and information. Many
times, they sent their friends for
the kind of help they had received.
I just feel that we should all help
others. Edwards’ wife Jannette
worked for the school system in
the School Liaison Program,

tax credit (EITC) dollars.
The most recent IRS data
indicate that 70 percent of EITC
recipients pay someone to prepare
their tax returns. The National
Consumer Law Center estimates
that $1.6 billion is spent on commercial preparation and RALS.
Low-income workers are giving
up a substantial portion of the tax
benefits they have earned.
Opponents of RALS argue
that the profit motive of the lender
results in RALS being issued too
often to low-income individuals
who are led to believe several misconceptions. They are led to think
that the wait for their refund is
longer than it really is. They do not
realize they are taking a loan. They
do not understand the high interest
rates charged by the loan.
Under the impression that the

helping parents to understand
their rights and duties in providing
services to and for their children.
Both Jock and Jannette
Edwards are retired and enjoying
sunny St. Petersburg. In addition
to their five children, they are the
grandparents of 18 and greatgrandparents of 11. Their children
and grandchildren are working in
a wide variety of occupations that
include nursing and medical technology, cosmetology, occupational and physical therapy, computer
engineering, sports insurance,
sports, and art. One grandson
resembles Usher, and another one
looks so much like him that he
could be his double.
“I am pleased with what God
allowed me to accomplish,” Jock
Edwards said. Much was given to
me and my family, so God
allowed me to give much back.
Giving money is not the only way
to help people, and it should not
be. If you do have enough
resources to sustain yourself,
however, I just think you are
supposed to help those who are
less fortunate. Edwards is a
member of Bethel Community
Baptist Church. He says that he
does not have a special position;
he just helps everybody else.

money is “fast cash” or a “quick
tax refund”, individuals often don’t
understand that a RAL is a loan of
extremely high interest, and that if
there is an error on the return and
the IRS doesn’t send the refund, the
tax payer will be stuck having to
repay the loan.
If you earn under $50,000, you
can get free tax filing help through
the IRS-sponsored Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
program. The VITA program can
provide fast electronic tax filing.
Community volunteers receive
IRS-approved training to assist
individuals with tax returns. Some
VITA sites can help open a bank
account for direct deposit usage.
Beginning in mid and late
January 2012, thirteen VITA sites
throughout Pinellas County will
begin offering free tax preparation

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday, Dec. 16 - The ladies of the Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. along with the
men of the Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. will host an Alpha Omega Holiday Celebration at the
St. Petersburg Hilton, 333 1st Street from 8 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Tickets must be purchased in advance from any active
member of either organization or via contact through their
websites: zuochapter.org OR etarhoques.com. Please
dress to impress.
Saturday, Dec. 17 – Classic Auto, Bike and Truck Show
and Toy Drive at The Pier, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Benefits All
Children's Hospital. The annual "Toys for Tots" toy drive
will be part of this show with ALL toys taken directly to All
Children's following the show!
Monday, Dec. 19 - Here comes Santa! Visit Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. South, from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Infants to children 11 years of age are invited to visit with
Santa and receive one complimentary holiday photograph
with him. Additional photographs will be available for
purchase. Please call the Enoch Davis Center at 727-8937134 for more information.

assistance. For locations and hours
of operation, please call 2-1-1 or
visit www.jwbpinellas.org/wbc.
The Wealth Building Coalition
(WBC) is supported by JWB –
Juvenile Welfare Board Children’s
Services Council of Pinellas
C o un t y a n d T h e We e k l y
Challenger. The mission of WBC is
to promote and expand economic
and asset-building opportunities
for low and moderate income
households throughout Pinellas
C o u n t y. W B C p r o m o t e s
community awareness of the
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
and other tax credits, provides free
tax preparation assistance and
supports linkages to essential
asset-building programs, including
financial education workshops and
mainstream banking.

HELP WANTED

The Weekly Challenger
Administrative Office Assistant
Responsible for the organization and
coordination of office operations,
procedures and resources to facilitate
organizational effectiveness and efficiency.
Main Job Tasks and Responsibilities:
• Monitor and/or assist with the day to day editorial,
advertising and secretarial responsibilities
• Coordinate bookkeeping activities to ensure maximum
efficiency
• Organize orientation and training of new staff members
• Ensure filing systems are maintained and current
• Establish and monitor record keeping
• Prepare weekly bookkeeping and advertising reports to
ensure efficiency
• Monitor and maintain office supplies inventory
• Handle customer advertising inquiries
Education and Experience:
• a business degree or a high school diploma with a number
of years administrative and supervisory experience
• knowledge of accounting, data and administrative management practices
• knowledge of clerical practices and procedures
• knowledge of business and management principles computer skills and knowledge of office software packages

To apply, send resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

LET US HEAR
FROM YOU!
Email: Editor@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Zetas Regaled
By Men Of Distinction
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - The
breakfast was delicious, the
atmosphere festive, and the
venue overwhelmingly
beautiful, but the entertainment
provided by MC Mamie Rogers
and the 12 Men of Distinction
kept the entire audience on the
edges of their seats. The variety
in fashionable suits, leisure
wear, and playwear brought
great ideas for holiday gifts.
This talented group of men
swirled and twirled as if they
were a troupe of professionals.
They were certainly impressive.
Talented poet, Christopher
Clark provided the audience
with thought-provoking original
poems from his upcoming CD.
He has been writing poetry
since high school, performing at
c o m munity pr ograms a nd
spoken word sessions, and presenting poems as special gifts
for friends and family. One of
Saturday’s poems was written
especially as a dedication to the
ladies in attendance at the Zeta’s

FAITH

continued from page 4
Community Alternatives and the
Department of Children and
Families as well as local businesses, organizations, individuals, we
can make a substantive difference
in the lives of children to lend them
support while they wait in foster
care and to find families who will
provide them a permanent home
through adoption. It takes the

Holiday Breakfast. Other
talented individuals who
performed included Georetta
Peak, who sang 2 solos, and
H a n k A s h w o o d , J r. w h o
performed several selections on
his saxophone. Horace Jones,
DJ ShowTime, provided music
for the modeling segments.
Rogers, a fashion maven
herself, changed outfits and
modeled a different outfit for
each scene. She wore hats to
match and accent each of her
selections, and she was coordinated with the models as they
changed from scene to scene.
The audience was fascinated.
All of the models are role
models within the community
and make contributions to the
community in many different
ways. Among them were
educators, insurance agents,
busine ss me n , a fi rem an ,
technical support, a salesperson,
and a photographer. Returning
this year were Christopher
Clark, John Marina, La Shante’
Keys, Brian Macon, Walter
Peak, and Fernando Maynor.
Joining them on this year’s

stage were Derek Cooper,
Bruce Davis, Deric Gainer,
Rod Green, and Janomi
McCullough. The choreographer/trainer for the models was
Adrienne Douglas
Between scenes for the
models, Santa handed out prizes
to ticket holders whose names
were pulled from a basket. The
table decorations, beautiful
poinsettias, were given to the
persons whose programs were
marked with a special number.
Chapter president, Lisa Wilson
announced a number of
upcoming activities planned to
serve the community. Proceeds
from this breakfast will be used
to fund community projects and
provide scholarships to students
who plan to go to college. For
information about future activities and scholarship applications, please go to
stpetezetas.org. Zeta phi Beta
Sorority, Incorporated is a
community-conscious, actionoriented organization with a
legacy of service since 1920.
The local chapter has served the
community since 1955.

village to raise all of the children
and together we are the village.”
The One Church One Child
Recruitment Coordinator for the
SunCoast Region, LaKay Fayson,
has an office located in Tampa.
She also works with Pastor Brown
and the One Church One Child
Local Advisory Committee for
Pinellas and Pasco Counties and
refers prospective adoptive and
foster fa mil i es t o E ck erd

Community Alternatives, the
Community Based Care Lead
Agency for these counties.
If you are interested in
becoming an adoptive or foster
parent or serving on the local
advisory committee, please
contact LaKay Fayson at (813)
985-7831 or call the toll free
number for the OCOC
Headquarters in Tallahassee at 1
(888) 283-0886.

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: biography.com

Bessie Coleman

Bessie Coleman was born
January 26, 1892, in a one-room,
dirt-floored cabin in Atlanta,
TX, to George and Susan
Coleman, the illiterate (unable to
read and write) children of slaves.
When Bessie was two years old,
her father, a day laborer, moved his
family to Waxahachie, Texas,
where he bought a quarter-acre of
land and built a three-room house
in which two more daughters were
born. In 1901 George Coleman
left his family. Bessie’s mother
and two older brothers went to
work and Bessie was left as
caretaker of her two younger
sisters.
Education for Coleman was
limited to eight grades in a oneroom schoolhouse that closed
whenever the students were
needed in the fields to help their
families harvest cotton. Coleman
easily established her position as
family leader, reading aloud to her
siblings and her mother at night.
She often assured her ambitious
church-going mother that she
intended to “amount to
something.” After completing
school she worked as a laundress
and saved her pay until 1910 when
she left for Oklahoma to attend
Langston University. She left after
one year when she ran out of
money.
Back in Waxahachie Coleman
again worked as a laundress until
1915, when she moved to
Chicago, IL, to live with her older

brother,
Walter.
Within
months she became a manicurist
and moved to a place of her own
while continuing to seek—and
finally, in 1920, to find—a goal for
her life: to become a pilot.
After befriending several
leaders in South Side Chicago’s
African American community,
Coleman found a sponsor in
Robert Abbott, publisher of the
nation’s largest African-American
weekly, the Chicago Defender.
There were no African American
aviators in the area and, when no
white pilot was willing to teach her
to fly, Coleman turned to Abbott,
who suggested that she go to
France. The French, he insisted,
were not racists and were the
world’s leaders in aviation.
Coleman left for France
late in 1920. There she completed
flight training at the best school
in France and was awarded
her Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale (F.A.I.; international pilot’s license) license June 15,
1921. She traveled Europe,
gaining further flying experience
so that she could perform in air
shows.
Back in New York in August
1922, Coleman outlined the goals
for the remainder of her life to
reporters. She would be a leader,
she said, in introducing aviation to
her race. She would found a
school for aviators of any race, and
she would appear before
audiences in churches, schools,
and theaters to spark the interest of
African-Americans in the new,
expanding technology of flight.
Intelligent, beautiful, and well
spoken, Coleman often exaggerated her already remarkable accomplishments in the interest of better
publicity and bigger audiences. As
a result, the African-American
press of the country, primarily
weekly newspapers, quickly proclaimed her “Queen Bess.”

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

In 1923 Coleman purchased a
small plane but crashed on the way
to her first scheduled West Coast
air show. The plane was destroyed
and Coleman suffered injuries that
hospitalized her for three months.
Returning to Chicago to recover, it
took her another eighteen months
to find financial backers for a
series of shows in Texas. Her
flights and theater appearances
there during the summer of 1925
were highly successful, earning
her enough to make a down
payment on another plane. Her
new fame was also bringing in
steady work. At last, she wrote to
one of her sisters, she was going to
be able to earn enough money to
open her school for fliers.
Coleman left Orlando,
FL, by train to give a benefit exhibition for the Jacksonville Negro
Welfare League, scheduled for
May 1, 1926. Her pilot, William
D. Wills, flew her plane into
Orlando, but had to make three
forced landings because the plane
was so worn and poorly maintained. On April 30, 1926, Wills
piloted the plane on a trial flight
while Coleman sat in the other
cockpit to survey the area over
which she was to fly and parachute
jump the next day. Her seat belt
was unattached because she had to
lean out over the edge of the plane
while picking the best sites for her
program. At an altitude of 1,000
feet, the plane dived, and then
flipped over, throwing Coleman
out. Moments later Wills crashed.
Both were killed.
Coleman had three memorial
services—in Jacksonville,
Orlando, and Chicago, the last
attended by thousands. She was
buried at Chicago’s Lincoln
Cemetery and gradually, over the
years following her death,
achieved recognition at last as a
hero of early aviation.

GET

NOTICED
Classified Ads

Work!!
CALL

(727) 896-2922
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ENTERTAINMENT
The Chocolate Nutcracker
Inspires And Motivates Youth
Many Learn To Perform And Achieve

Fake Books And Real Books:
The Real Story
Many years ago when I first started playing
jazz and didn’t know a particular tune, I was
told to check it out in the “Fake Book” or “Real
Book.” Subsequently, I learned these books
were a jazz musician’s musical resource. Fake
Books and Real Books are a collection of
musical lead sheets intended to help a performer
quickly learn new songs. Each song in these
books contain the melody line, basic chords,
and lyrics, the minimal information needed by a
musician to make an impromptu arrangement of
a song … or “fake it.” The Real Book and Fake
Book have become indispensable resources of
all aspiring and current jazz musicians.
This article will not cover everything about
Fake Books and Real Books, i.e. copyright
issues, etc., but more so with how they came
about and how they are used.
The story linked with the birth of the “Real
Book” is somewhat of an urban legend.
However, inquiry reveals that most musicians
agree on the story of a simple beginning. They
conclude that sometime during the 1970s at
Berklee College of Music in Boston, an inexact
number of students agreed to meet and write out
transcriptions of selected jazz tunes which they
considered to be the standard tunes more often
than not played at jam sessions they attended.
The completion time for the project is not
known; some say one month and others say it
took as long as six months, nevertheless, upon
completion, the finished product contained
more than 400 tunes. Since they were aware of
the illegality of the finished work, no one took
credit.
Fake Books came about in a more multifaceted manner. In May, 1942 George Goodwin
released Tune-Dex cards, an idea he had to
provide information on tunes and printed on
3”x5” cards. Information on the cards included
the lyrics, melody and chord symbols of a tune,
as well as copyright information. He promoted
these cards to professional musicians until

retirement. However, by the 1950s gangsters
were duplicating the Tune-Dex information into
bound manuscripts that took on the name of
Fake Books selling at prices of $10 to $25 each.
Information contained in the Fake Books
was mostly photocopied. Usually chord
symbols, titles, composer names, and lyrics
were typewritten. Chord changes in these books
were notoriously inaccurate. Most of them were
based on guitar and ukulele chords commonly
found in earlier sheet music.
Today, Fake Books and Real Books have
been replaced with legal Real and Fake Books.
Jazz bassist Chuck Sher founded the Sher
Music Company, and now has a series of legal
Real Books. In the early 1980s, the Hal Leonard
Company followed with the Ultimate Fake
Book. In the introduction of The New Real
Book released in 1988, Sher states “Unlike the
old Real Book, we obtained the owner’s permission to include each tune in the book in
exchange for royalties paid.”
Sher Music and Hal Leonard both sell
several different volumes of legalized Real
Books, including many of the tunes that were
originally published in the illegal version, as
well as a large number of modern jazz tunes that
were either left out of the original illegal one or
were written after its release.
As a part-time musician, I made my own
Fake Book from copies of tunes and then placed
them together in a binder. It comes in real handy
at times … especially when I don’t know the
melody or chord changes of a particular tune.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also
mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
The Weekly Challenger, 2500 MLKing St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

C L E A RWAT E R –
Life Force Cultural Arts
Academy presents the 14th
Annual Chocolate Nutcracker
performance Saturday, Dec. 17
and Sunday Dec. 18 at the
Mahaffey Theater, 400 First
Street South, St. Petersburg, FL.
This performance is a sure
sign that Christmas is near. The
Chocolate Nutcracker had its
first performance in the Tampa
Bay area in 1997 at Ruth Eckerd
Hall. In 2006 the production
moved to Mahaffey Theatre.
The true beauty of the
Chocolate Nutcracker is not in
its longevity but the children,
staff and volunteers who grow
wi t h t h e p r o d u c t i o n . T h e
Production features a cast of
over 150 children, nurtured and
trained over 12 weeks with
national and local choreographers. Two performers who are
typical of the growth and
loyalty of the youth are Davian
Evans, a sophomore at
Clearwater High School and
Marquis Floyd, a junior at
Gibbs High School, Pinellas
County Center for the Arts.
Davian began attending
L if e F o r c e C u l t u r a l A r t s
Ac a d e m y , a n a f t e r - s c h o o l
program in 2004. Her love for
dancing encouraged her to
become a member of Dundu
Dole’Urban African Ballet
under the direction of Jai
Hinson in 2006. Davian began
as a pre-teen and stayed in that
classification for several years.
She worked on becoming fitter
and increasing her technical
skill level. As a result, Davian
was moved to tears this year
when she was placed in the
‘senior’company. Davian has
blossomed and become a
wonderful example of what
hard work and dedication can
achieve. She says “it has taught
her how to present herself in a
respectful manner. Also, it gives
her an opportunity to express

various cultures through
dancing and music.” She takes
Honors and Advanced
Placement courses and
maintains a 4.7 GPA. Currently
she is Class Treasurer of the
Sophomore Class and has
re c e i v e d m a n y a c a d e m i c
awards.
Marquis credits Ms. Jai
Hinson. “Without Ms. Jai and
the wonderful organization of
Li f e F o r c e C u l t u r a l A r t s
Academy, I would never have
been able to accomplish so
many magnificent achievements, by the age of seventeen.
Since joining Life Force six
years ago, I have auditioned for
and accepted at many prestigious dance programs such as
Boston Ballet, Alvin Ailey
Am e r i c a n D a n c e T h e a t e r ,
Florida Dance Theater, Earl
Mosley’s Institute for the Arts,
and Alonzo King’s LINES
Ballet.” In addition, Marquis
has acquired a 4.5 GPAand
retained numerous scholastic
awards.
The performance is an
urban take on the holiday
classic, The Nutcracker. It
incorporates African dance,
Ballet, Hip-Hop and Jazz, while
telling the story of a young girl
named Claire who travels the
world in a dream with her
Chocolate Nutcracker.
The
stage lights up with sets
depicting the duo’s excursions
that include trips to Harlem,
Egypt, Brazil, West Africa and
many other lands.
Some 150 young dancers
(as young as age 4) from around
the Bay area auditioned for
parts in the production and have
spent the past three months tirelessly learning routines taught
by choreographers from Los
Angeles, New York, Atlanta
and Miami, as well as local professional choreographers.
For more information
contact Life Force Cultural Arts

Academy at 727-481-8091 or
the Mahaffey Box Office.
Life Force Cultural Arts
Academy is located at 1751
Kings Highway, Clearwater, FL
33755, 727-216-3519. Life
Force was established in 1991
to celebrate cultural diversity.
The programs at Life Force
provide youth with opportunities to explore the arts and
develop skills they can use to
express themselves in all
aspects of their lives.
Jai Hinson, is Founder/
Executive Director of Life
Force Cultural Arts Academy
and Artistic Director of Dundu
Dole Urban African Ballet. She
is a recipient of many local
awards including Bank of
America’s “Local Hero” Award.
Film works include John
Singleton’s “Rosewood.”
Hinson has developed and
operates: The Life Force
Academic and Cultural
Enrichment (A.C.E) Afterschool
program, “Explore The Arts
Summer Camp, Be True To
You, Girls Gender Specific
Program, Each One Teach
Community Outreach Program
and Dundu Dole Urban African
Ballet. Hinson has a Masters
Degree in Human Services
Administration from
Springfield College –
T a m p a , FL.
Sponsors of Life Force
Cultural Arts Academy/The
Chocolate Nutcracker:
• City of St. Petersburg
• Bright House Networks
• Coordinated Child Care of
Pinellas
• Hilton Hotel, Bayfront
• Clear Channel
• Juvenile Welfare Board
• City of Clearwater
• Mahaffey Theater
• 95.7 FM The Beat
• Tampa Bay on Demand
• Bay News9
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DOG DAYS

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

LIVE HOLIDAY SEASON REMOTE BROADCASTS
WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO EXPIERIENCE
THE POWER OF RADIO BY ADVERTIZING ON
WRXB – 1590AM. THIS SPECIAL PRICE AVAILABLE
ONLY FROM NOV 28th THRU JAN 9th

WRXB REMOTE PACKAGE INCLUDES
A TWO HOUR LIVE BROADCAST FROM THE SITE OF
YOUR BUSINESS, PLUS 25 COMMERCIALS/PROMO’s
IN THE WEEK LEADING UP TO THE REMOTE
BROADCAST AND AN ADDITIONAL 25
COMMERCIALS/PROMO’s AFTER THE BROADCAST.
REMOTES ARE 2 HOURS IN LENGTH AND CAN BE
BROADCAST MONDAY-FRIDAY BETWEEN 10 AM & 7 PM.

REGULAR PRICE - $1590 … NOW ONLY $ 600.00
BUT ONLY FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON
FROM NOV 28th THRU JAN 9th

Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or
727-866-6621

4-2 6-1
3-5 7-8
2-4 5-3

YOU CAN CONTACT WRXB

AT 727-866-1591 or email: ed@wrxb.us
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)
3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Tebow, Broncos Beat Bears
13-10 In Overtime

Tim Tebow

BYARNIE STAPLETON
DENVER (AP) - Just when it
looked like the Chicago Bears
weren’t going to give Tim Tebow
the chance to beat them in
overtime, they couldn’t play keep
away.
Chicago won the toss and
Caleb Hanie completed three quick
passes to put the Bears in field goal
range. Then, Marion Barber, filling
in for Matt Forte, burst through the
line for a first down.
Just then, linebacker Wesley
Woodyard reached out in desperation and tugged on his right arm.
The ball popped loose and Elvis
Dumervil smothered it at the
Broncos 34.
“He gashed us on that play,
and somehow I just had to make a
play,’’ Woodyard said. “That’s
what it’s all about, making plays at
the end of the game.’’
That’s something the Broncos
(8-5) have perfected.

Tebow drove the Broncos
downfield and Matt Prater, whose
59-yard field goal with 3 seconds
left in regulation tied it, booted a
51-yarder with 8:34 left in
overtime to give Denver an
improbable 13-10 win.
“If you believe,’’ Tebow said,
“then unbelievable things can
sometimes be possible.’’
Prater’s third straight walk-off
field goal gave the Broncos their
sixth consecutive win and moved
them into sole possession of first
place in the AFC West at 8-5, a
game ahead of Oakland.
Tebow improved to 7-1 since
taking over as the starter in Denver,
and six of those wins have
involved second-half comebacks,
five of them necessitating fourthquarter rallies, three of which went
to overtime.
No other quarterback in NFL
history has produced six fourthquarter comebacks in his first 11
NFL starts.
Broncos coach John Fox said
Tebow has “competitive greatness.
He wants the ball in clutch time.’’
After failing to score on their
first dozen possessions, the
Broncos faced the possibility of
their first home shutout in the
team’s 52-year history. Instead,
they erased a 10-0 deficit in the
final 2:08 of regulation.
“I think we’re rewriting the
book on `keep fighting,’’’Fox said.
“Our guys never blink. They
remain positive. As bad as it looked
today _ we didn’t play well; we
had some drops. But the guy who
dropped a couple of passes caught
the ... touchdown. That’s kind of
the M.O. on this bunch.’’
Tebow threw a 10-yard

touchdown strike to Demaryius
Thomas, who had three drops, and
then got the ball back with 53
seconds left after Barber saved the
Broncos precious time by going
out of bounds when the Bears were
trying to run out the clock.
Denver was out of timeouts
after Thomas’ touchdown and had
to try an onside kick, which the
Broncos couldn’t recover. But on
second down after the two-minute
warning, Barber cut outside and
was pushed out, stopping the
clock.
“That’s usually something that
never happens with a veteran
running back,’’ Woodyard said.
“It’s just like things go our way.’’
Barber wasn’t around after the
game to talk about his blunders.
“We all know what type of
player Marion is,’’ Bears coach
Lovie Smith said. “All running
backs are trying to get a couple
more yards here and there. But we
have to know the situation. In that
situation, we have to be able to
keep the ball inbounds. He’ll tell
you that. I know we’d all like to
have that one back.’’
The Bears would have to punt,
and Tebow got the ball back at his
20 and went to work, not needing
to go far with Prater’s strong leg in
the thin air. He drove the Broncos
39 yards for Prater’s kick, which he
rocketed through the uprights to tie
it at 10.
The Bears (7-6) won the toss
in overtime and quickly got into
field goal range before Barber, who
rushed for 108 yards but will be
remembered for his two late
mistakes, coughed up the football.
“He was making a tough run,
trying to get extra yards,’’ Hanie

said. “It’s unfortunate. You want to
stay in right there but that didn’t
lose the game for us. We lost it by
not generating more points.’’
Tebow, who also led Denver to
wins in OT at Miami and San
Diego, took the Broncos from their
34 to the Chicago 33, and Prater
sent the stadium into delirium.
The Bears, whose playoff
hopes are faltering, are 0-3 since
Hanie replaced an injured Jay
Cutler, the former Broncos QB
who has a broken thumb on his
throwing hand and is out indefinitely.
With Matt Forte sidelined by a
knee injury, Barber broke a
scoreless tie in the third quarter
with a 9-yard touchdown run and
added a 16-yard gain on a screen to
set up Robbie Gould’s team-record
57-yard field goal on the first snap
of the fourth quarter.
“We gave it away,’’ Devin
Hester said. “We were up 10
points.’’
That’s not enough when
Tebow’s around.
“Those last five minutes, if it’s
within reach for us to get it, we feel
like we’re going to win,’’
Woodyard said. “For all the Tebow
h a t e r s : Yo u ’ d b e t t e r s t a r t
believing.’’
Notes: The Broncos lost SS
Brian Dawkins (neck), DB David
Bruton (ankle), CB Andre’
Goodman (concussion) and FB
Spencer Larsen (hamstring).
Denver ensured itself of avoiding
two consecutive losing seasons for
the first time since 1971-72,
something that seemed unlikely
when they were 1-4 with Kyle
Orton at QB.

Scoring Frenzy Helps
Jaguars Beat Buccaneers 41-14

Maurice Jones-Drew

BY MARK LONG
JACKSONVILLE (AP) Maurice Jones-Drew walked into
Jacksonville’s locker room long
after his teammates and made his
way to the center of the room for
an announcement.
It wasn’t about his four touchdowns. It wasn’t about his
franchise scoring record. It wasn’t
about the team’s all-around performance against Tampa Bay.
It was about Mel Tucker, the
interim coach who helped keep the
Jacksonville Jaguars together
after a tumultuous two weeks.
Jones-Drew presented Tucker
with the game ball following
Sunday’s 41-14 victory over the
turnover-prone Buccaneers.
“I think I did shed one (tear),’’
said Tucker, who replaced fired
coach Jack Del Rio nearly two
weeks ago. “I tried to get it back,
b u t i t was too la te . I wa s
exposed.’’
The Buccaneers (4-9) know
the feeling, especially after
turning the ball over seven times,
losing their seventh consecutive
game and blowing a 14-point lead

W W W.

to a team that came in averaging
less than 13 points a game.
For the Jaguars (4-9), it was
a nearly perfect game in a mostly
miserable season.
Jones-Drew scored four times
and set the franchise record for
touchdowns. Jacksonville found
the end zone on offense, defense
and special teams _ all in a 28point second quarter. And maybe
the most fun came in the closing
minutes, when Tucker got doused
with ice water and linebacker
Russell Allen was forced into
action as a place-kicker.
“We needed something like
that as badly as badly can be,’’
guard Uche Nwaneri said.
Jacksonville got plenty of
help from Tampa Bay, which had
seven turnovers. The Bucs’
miscues se t u p t h ree o f
Jacksonville’s four touchdowns in
the second quarter. The Jaguars,
who hadn’t scored more than 20
points all season, scored four
times in a span of 7:32. They
scored in all three phases in the
same game for the first time since
Nov. 1, 1998, at Baltimore.
That also was the last time
Jacksonville had scored 28 points
in a quarter.
“This is what we expected to
have all year,’’ defensive tackle
Terrance Knighton said. “It didn’t
work like that, but hopefully it
will be good momentum for us.’’
Josh Freeman and Preston
Parker had a lot to do with
Jacksonville’s latest scoring
frenzy.

Freeman, back after missing
last week’s game against Carolina
because of an injured throwing
shoulder, threw two interceptions
and fumbled near the goal line. He
completed 16 of 30 passes for 181
yards and was benched late in
favor of Josh Johnson.
“ Ye a h , o n c e a g a i n ,
turnovers,’’ Freeman said. “It
seems every time we started to get
something going, we’d shoot
ourselves in the foot. It makes it
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to win a football game when
you turn the ball over like we
did.’’
Parker’s day was nearly as
bad. He fumbled two punts and
had a costly penalty. Colin
Cloherty, signed off the practice
squad Friday, scooped Parker’s
second fumble and returned it 4
yards to give the Jaguars a spark.
B l ai n e Gab b ert fo u n d
Marcedes Lewis behind the
defense for a 62-yard gain on
Jacksonville’s next drive, setting
up Jones-Drew’s 1-yard score that
tied the game at 14.
Two plays later after Parker
was flagged for holding Freeman
fumbled at the 1-yard line. Nate
Collins recovered in the end zone
to make it 21-14.
Freeman threw an interception on Tampa Bay’s next possession.
“This is Football 101 stuff,’’
Bucs cornerback Ronde Barber
s ai d . “It ’s fru s t rat i n g . It ’s
happening every week.
Turnovers, you’ve got to hold on

to the football. It’s hard to win a
game with seven turnovers.
Everybody’s frustrated. We’ve got
to get better.’’
Jacksonville turned the short
field into a 28-14 lead when
Gabbert found Jones-Drew with a
short pass near the goal line. Drew
stretched the ball over the pylon
for his 71st touchdown in 90
career games, breaking the team
record held by Fred Taylor.
“It means a lot,’’ Jones-Drew
said. “To break a record that Fred
set, it means a bunch. Words can’t
explain how excited I am to have a
guy that mentored me the whole
time, taught me how to play this
game the right way, how to take
care of my body and do those
things.’’
Jones-Drew wasn’t done,
either.
The player Bucs coach
Raheem Morris dubbed a “rolling
ball of butcher knives’’ earlier in
the week made it 35-14 in the
fourth when he caught a short pass
near the goal line and plowed
through two defenders for another
score. He also scored from a yard
out late.
But MJD wanted to share the
spotlight with Tucker, who is
using the final few games as an
audition for the head job.
“It was a great showing for
him, the way we came back after
being down 14 shows the kind of
coaching we’ve been getting,’’
Jones-Drew said. “Keep fighting
and always staying positive.
That’s what we did.’’

T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R N E W S PA P E R . C O M

Packers Move To
13-0 With 46-16 Win
Over Raiders

Charles Woodson

BY CHRIS JENKINS
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) Charles Woodson hasn’t played
for the Oakland Raiders since
2005, so it wasn’t a particularly
big deal for him to get an interception against his old team.
Woodson and the rest of the
Green Bay Packers have much
bigger things on their minds
these days.
Green Bay is 13-0 and
earned a first-round bye in the
playoffs after Sunday’s 46-16
rout of the Raiders. The next
steps are securing home-field
advantage in the postseason and,
perhaps, pulling off a perfect
season.
Woodson hasn’t shied away
from talk of a 16-0 season in
recent weeks, but said after
Sunday’s game that he’s more
worried about the Packers
playing their best by the time the
playoffs begin.
“We’ve won a lot of games,
but there’s a lot of football left to
be played,’’ he said. “The only
thing that we’ve assured
ourselves is we have a chance
going into the playoffs and then
that’s when the real fun starts.
We’re just going to continue to
stay focused here on out for the
rest of the regular season and just
try to continue to roll with Ws
and go into those playoffs on
fire.’’
Now the Packers have to
hope star receiver Greg Jennings
will be there with them. Jennings
sustained an apparent left knee
injury in the third quarter and
had to be carted from the
sideline to the locker room.
Quarterback Aaron Rodgers said
after the game that it “didn’t look
very good.’’
Packers coach Mike
McCarthy was more guarded,
classifying the injury as a sprain
and saying that it warranted
further evaluation.
“Hypothetically, it would be
a big loss,’’ defensive lineman
B.J. Raji said. “But I’ve got my
fingers crossed that hopefully
he’ll be OK. Ultimately, I hate to
see any one of my teammates,
Greg or anybody, be in that kind
of pain where another man has
to carry you off the field and
carry you to where you want to
go.’’
Jennings’ injury and some
problems with Rodgers’ pass
protection were about the only
downsides to Sunday’s game for
the Packers.
Rodgers threw for 281 yards
with two touchdowns and an

interception in less than three
quarters of work before yielding
to backup Matt Flynn. Ryan
Grant had two touchdowns
rushing.
Including the playoffs, the
Packers now have won 19
straight games dating to last
season — nearly a full calendar
year. That’s the second-longest
streak in NFL history behind the
2003-04 New England Patriots’
21 straight victories. They’re the
first reigning Super Bowl
champion to start the season 130 since the 1998 Denver
Broncos.
McCarthy still isn’t interested in talking about the possibility of the Packers going 16-0, but
his level of confidence is clear.
“(If we’re) taking care of
things and keeping our focus on
improving the quality of play, I
don’t think we can be beat,’’
McCarthy said. “You could have
asked me that six years ago, I
would have said the same damn
thing. That’s the way we think
around here.’’
While Green Bay’s defense
hasn’t always been at its best this
season, it is causing turnovers.
The Packers picked off four
passes from Carson Palmer on
Sunday, providing more scoring
chances for their offense.
“We feel real good about
what they’re going to do once
they have an opportunity,’’
Woodson said of the offense.
“Today they put up a lot of
points, and a lot of that is
because defensively we came up
with some plays. Those things
work hand in hand. When
you’ve got an offense and a
quarterback that’s playing the
way he’s playing and you give
those guys opportunities, good
things are going to happen for
you.’’
Things are looking far more
grim for the Raiders, who have
been blown out two weeks in a
row. With Denver’s overtime
victory against Chicago Sunday,
the Raiders lost their share of the
AFC West lead.
“I’m not going to let this
team keep going backwards,’’
coach Hue Jackson said. “The
last two weeks, we haven’t come
close to playing or looking like
the football team we’ve been.’’
Palmer threw for 245 yards
with a touchdown and the four
interceptions.
“I did not give us a chance to
win today,’’ Palmer said. “I did
not play well enough and made
way too many mistakes.’’
Oakland continues to play
without injured running back
Darren McFadden, along with
wide receivers Jacoby Ford and
Denarius Moore. And the
Raiders made plenty of mistakes
to help an opponent that doesn’t
really need it.
“You are not going to beat a
high school team with the
penalties and mistakes (like) the
ones that we made,’’ linebacker
Aaron Curry said. “You make a
lot of mistakes, you lose.’’
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
Bring ‘Em Home! Obama
Marking End Of Iraq War
F ORT BRA G G, N.C . Applauding their “extraordinary
achievement,” President Barack
Obama saluted returning troops
Wednesday, declaring that the
nearly nine-year conflict in Iraq is
ending “not with a final battle, but
with a final march toward home.”
Marking the conclusion of the
war at this military redoubt that’s
seen more than 200 deaths over
nearly nine years of fighting in
Iraq, Obama and first lady
Michelle Obama addressed
several thousand troops and

several hundred military families.
“The war in Iraq will soon
belong to history, and your service
belongs to the ages,” he said.
Obama highlighted the
human side of the war, reflecting
on the bravery and sacrifices of
U.S. forces now on their way back
home. He recalled the start of the
war, a time when he was only an
Illinois state senator and many of
the warriors before him were in
grade school.
The war, he said, took many
twists and turns.

“We knew this day would
come. We have known it for some
time now,” he said. “But still,
there is something profound about
the end of a war that has lasted so
long.”
He noted the early battles that
defeated and deposed Saddam
Hussein and what he called “the
grind of insurgency” — roadside
bombs, snipers and suicide
attacks.
“Your will proved stronger
than the terror of those who tried
to break it,” he said.

Google Donating
$11.5 Million To Fight Slavery
SAN FRANCISCO - Tech
giant Google announced
Wednesday it is donating $11.5
million to several coalitions fighting
to end the modern-day slavery of
some 27 million people around the
world.
In what is believed to be the
largest ever corporate grant devoted
to the advocacy, intervention and
rescue of people being held, forced
to work or provide sex against their
will, Google said it chose organizations with proven records in
combating slavery.
“Many people are surprised to
learn there are more people trapped
in slavery today than any time in
history,” said Jacquelline Fuller,
director of charitable giving and
advocacy for Google. “The good
news is that there are solutions.”
The Washington, D.C.-based
International Justice Mission, a
human rights organization that
works globally to rescue victims of
slavery and sexual exploitation,
was chosen by Google to lead the

efforts.
It will partner with Polaris
Project and Slavery Footprint and a
handful of smaller organizations for
the multi-year effort to rescue the
enslaved, push for better infrastructure and resources for anti-slavery
enforcement agencies overseas, as
well as raise awareness here in the
United States and help countries
draft anti-slavery legislation.
“Each year we focus some of
our annual giving on meeting direct
human need,” Fuller said. “Google
chose to spotlight the issue of
slavery this year because there is
nothing more fundamental than
freedom.”
Gary A. Haugen, president of
the International Justice Mission,
said the coalition would focus on
three initiatives: A $3.5 million
intervention project to fight forced
labor in India; a $4.5 million
advocacy campaign in India to
educate and protect the vulnerable;
and a $1.8 million plan to mobilize
Americans on behalf of the millions

currently at risk of slavery or
waiting for rescue around the
world.
The remaining $1.7 million
will go to several smaller organizations working to combat slavery.
“It’s hard for most Americans
to believe that slavery and human
trafficking are still massive
problems in our world,” said
Haugen. “Google’s support now
makes it possible for IJM to join
forces with two other leading
organizations so we can bring to
bear our unique strengths in a united
front.”
Those leading the U.S. efforts
wi l l m eet i n Was h i n g t o n
Wednesday, Dec. 21 to kick off the
joint initiative. The project will
focus on improved legislation to
protect vulnerable children and
adults in the United States, as well
as a push for more accountability
and transparency in the U.S. supply
chain by retailers and manufacturers to make sure their products are
“slave-free.”

Ladies First: 3 Women
Accept Nobel Peace Prize
OSLO, Norway - Three
women who fought injustice, dictatorship and sexual violence in
Liberia and Yemen accepted the
2011 Nobel Peace Prize Saturday
the 10th, calling on repressed
women worldwide to rise up
against male supremacy.
“My sisters, my daughters, my
friends – find your voice,”
Liberian President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf said after collecting her
Nobel diploma and medal at a
ceremony in Oslo.
Sirleaf, Africa’s first democratically elected female president,
shared the award with women’s
rights campaigner Leymah
Gbowee, also from Liberia, and
Tawakkul Karman, a female icon
of the protest movement in Yemen.
By selecting Karman, the
prize committee recognized the
Arab Spring movement that has
toppled autocratic leaders in North
Africa and the Middle East.
Praising Karman’s struggle against
Yemen’s regime, Nobel committee
chairman Thorbjoern Jagland also
sent a message to Syria’s leader
Bashar Assad, whose crackdown
on a monthslong rebellion has
killed more than 4,000 people
according to U.N. estimates.
“No dictator can in the long
run find shelter from this wind of
history,” Jagland said. “President
Assad in Syria will not be able to
resist the people’s demand for
freedom of human rights.”
Karman is the first Arab
woman to win the prize and at 32
the youngest peace laureate ever. A
journalist and founder of the
human rights group Women
Journalists without Chains, she
also is a member of the Islamic

party Islah.
Wearing headphones over her
Islamic headscarf, she clapped her
hands and smiled as she listened to
a translation of Jagland’s introductory remarks.
In her acceptance speech,
Karman paid tribute to Arab
women “without whose hard
struggles and quest to win their
right in a society dominated by the
supremacy of men I wouldn’t be
here,” according to an English
translation of her comments in
Arabic.
She directed most of her
criticism against the “repressive,
militarized, corrupt” regime of
outgoing President Ali Abdullah
Saleh, but also lamented that the
revolution in Yemen hasn’t gained
as much international attention as
the revolts in Egypt, Tunisia, Libya
and Syria.
“This should haunt the world’s
conscience because it challenges
the very idea of fairness and
justice,” Karman said.
No woman or sub-Saharan
African had won the prize since
2004, when the committee
honored Wangari Maathai of
Kenya, who mobilized poor
women to fight deforestation by
planting trees.
Sirleaf, 73, was elected
president of Liberia in 2005 and
won re-election in October. She is
widely credited with helping her
country emerge from an especially
brutal civil war.
Jagland, Nobel chairman,
noted that she initially supported
Charles Taylor but later dissociated
herself from the former rebel
leader who is now awaiting
judgment from the International

Criminal Court on charges of war
crimes in Sierra Leone.
The 39-year-old Gbowee long
campaigned for the rights of
women and against rape, challenging Liberia’s warlords. In 2003,
she led hundreds of female protesters through Monrovia to demand
swift disarmament of fighters, who
continued to prey on women,
despite a peace deal that should
have ended the 14-year civil war.
“We used our pains, broken
bodies and scarred emotions to
confront the injustices and terror of
our nation,” she told the Nobel
audience in Oslo’s City Hall.
She called the peace prize a
recognition of the struggle for
women’s rights not only in Yemen
and Liberia, but anywhere that
women face oppression.
“We must continue to unite in
sisterhood to turn our tears into
triumph,” Gbowee said. “There is
no time to rest until our world
achieves wholeness and balance,
where all men and women are considered equal and free.”
Last year’s peace prize went to
imprisoned Chinese dissident Liu
Xiaobo, who was represented by
an empty chair at the awards
ceremony as an infuriated China
would not allow him to travel to
Norway.
The other Nobel Prizes – in
medicine, chemistry, physics and
literature, and the Nobel Memorial
Prize in economic sciences – were
to be handed out at a separate
ceremony Saturday in Stockholm.
Worth 10 million kronor ($1.5
million) each, the Nobel Prizes are
always handed out on the anniversary of award founder Alfred
Nobel’s death in 1896.

White House Calls On
Communities And
Organizations To Nominate
Dedicated Volunteers
Outstanding Volunteers to be Honored with
President’s Drum Major for Service Awards
WASHINGTON, DC – As
the 26th anniversary of Martin
Luther King Day approaches, the
White House and the Corporation
for National and Community
Service (CNCS) are joining forces
to recognize outstanding volunteers nationwide with the MLK
Drum Majors for Service
program.
The Drum Majors program
gives organizations and groups an
opportunity to acknowledge and
celebrate those volunteers who
perform extraordinary everyday
acts of service with reliability and
commitment, but who seldom
receive recognition. Drum Major
awardees receive an award from
CNCS designating that person as
a “Drum Major for Service” with
the Presidential Volunteer Service
Award.
“As we call upon Americans
to honor Dr. King’s legacy

through engaging in service, those
who set examples for their communities deserve to be honored,”
said Melody Barnes, Director of
the Domestic Policy Council. “In
challenging times, Americans traditionally come together, support
one another, and strengthen their
communities, improving their
own and their neighbors’ lives.”
In 1994, Congress designated
the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal
Holiday as a national day of
service and charged CNCS with
leading this effort. Taking place
each year on the third Monday in
January, the MLK Day of Service
is the only federal holiday
observed as a national day of
service – a “day on, not a day off”.
The 2012 MLK Day of Service
will include thousands of projects
spread across all 50 states.
Building off of Dr. King’s
quote, “If you want to say that I

was a drum major, say that I was a
drum major for justice,” this
award honors those that are
mission driven, serving throughout the year.
“We have seen time and time
again as a nation that service is a
critical tool of strengthening communities,” said CNCS Acting
CEO Robert Velasco II. “In this
time of intense economic
challenge for the nation, Dr.
King’s lessons and vision are
more relevant than ever,”
Drum Major Award recipients
will be honored by at events in
their communities. To submit a
volunteer to be recognized as a
MLK Drum Major for Service,
please visit MLKDay.gov/awards,
and please take a minute to tell
us about the person you plan
t o h o n o r, e m a i l u s a t
MLKDay@cns.gov .

Three Florida A&M Band
Members Charged With Hazing
TALLAHASSEE — Police
have arrested three Florida
A&M band members in the
beating of a woman during
hazing rituals that became so
severe that her thigh was broken.
Tallahassee police said
Monday that Oct. 31 and Nov. 1
the three struck band member

GINGRICH

continued from front page
Cain and Gingrich are not
exactly inseparable, but the two
Georgia old boys — one black, the
other white — have been known to
reserve enormous amounts of
respect for one another. Gingrich is
near-idolized by the insurgent black
Republican now as disgraced as
smashed gum on a sidewalk.
Returning the favor was an equally
ebullient and red-faced Newt, suggesting the two get together for a
Texas Tea Party “Lincoln–
Douglass” style debate, a friendly
“chat” to discuss the nation’s ills.
What transpired was a turning
point in which Gingrich played
Cain in a slick tactical Yoda-move
that left the former Godfather’s
Pizza CEO still giddy while
observers furiously scratched for an
answer. Why would Cain, clearly
not the sharpest policy tool in
anyone’s garage, agree to a
“debate” with Gingrich?
As Cain imploded shortly
thereafter, it was Gingrich standing
on the sidelines as the biggest beneficiary of Herman’s demise. Not
only will he absorb Cain’s polling
numbers, but he’ll also get a chance
to tap Cain’s fundraising machine.
Many black Republicans have
now clearly shifted away from Cain
and are rooting loudly for Newt.
While Gingrich outfits tailor
made racial missives, labeling the
first black commander-in-chief as
the “food stamp president,” there is
a small, politically disgruntled, yet
merry band of black Republicans
who dig the speaker’s style. For
some, it’s his boldness and holdsno-punches style attracting the perpetually bombastic Republicans of
color, known for constantly disparaging their African-American

Bria Shante Hunter’s legs with
their fists and with a metal ruler
to initiate her into the “Red
Dawg Order.” It’s a band clique
for students who come from
Georgia.
Hunter told police that days
later the pain became so unbearable that she went to the

hospital. Her thigh bone was
broken and she had blood clots
in her legs.
Hunter’s beatings came
about three weeks before FAMU
drum major Robert Champion
was killed during a band trip to
Orlando. Police say hazing was
involved.

brethren as “brainwashed” sheep
on the “Democrat plantation.”
“Some black Republicans,
certainly not all, but a growing
number are supporting Newt
Gingrich because they believe
Newt is the only candidate left
standing who can beat Obama and
lead the country out of this mess,”
says Crystal Wright, a well-known
black conservative commentator
and founder of Conservative
BlackChick.com. Wright, not one
to shy away from her core
Republican value system, believes
that’s one of Gingrich’s strengths.
“These same black conservatives
don't believe Romney has the
passion or strength for the job of
POTUS, he's too busy trying to be
perfect. Like white Republicans,
black Republicans relish the idea of
Newt debating one on one with
Obama cause they know Newt will
eat him alive.”
It’s not just respect keeping
Newt’s profile larger than life
amongst black Republican rank and
file: it’s also Newt’s longtime
practice of identifying black political
talent and putting it to work for his
political empire. Although Newt’s
public profile paints the portrait of a
man racially challenged, his private
deeds show another picture: a
skillful political boss who has
created a vast network of minority
Republican operatives who credit
the speaker with giving them a
chance when no one else would.
That’s paid dividends for the
former Speaker, who rewards
loyalty with job opportunities and a
solid network. Former Republican
National Committee Chair Michael
Steele, once an obscure, lone
chairman of the Prince George’s
County GOP (a majority black
county dominated by Democrats),
found himself elevated to head of

Gingrich’s powerful GOPAC
political action committee. That
move is what groomed Steele into
Maryland’s first black Lt. Gov. then
his unsuccessful bid for U.S. Senate
in 2006 — all ending up into his
short tenure as RNC Chair a few
years later.
Wr i g h t i s m o r e c a n d i d .
“Gingrich has lots of minorities,
including blacks, working on his
staff and volunteering which makes
him appealing to black conservatives like myself.”
“Unlike Romney,” she wryly
adds.
Another one of Newt’s most
loyal followers is former
spokesperson, Princella Smith.
She’s already helping raise both
funds and support for the Speaker
— all the way from China, ironically, for a year while on a policy
excursion. Smith acknowledges
Newt as both “mentor and friend,”
citing him as one of the reasons
she’s found opportunities in politics
— including a failed attempt at
capturing an open Congressional
seat in Arkansas.
And Smith is as certain as the
sky is blue that Newt will definitely
win the White House.
“Newt should never ever be
underestimated,” writes Smith
from China. “There is a reason that
Newt is the only candidate who
hasn’t been openly criticized by the
rest of the GOP field and why
several of them publicly stated that
he’d be their choice for Vice
President. There is a deep reverence
for his intellect. They know that
he’s the ‘GOP godfather.’ Most
political figures, whether by
election or as insider staffers, are
either policy wonks or savvy strategists. Newt is a very rare combination of both.”
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www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

SERVICES
Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?
SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church, 3647 18th Ave. S. 327-9711
New Girl Scout Troop forming! Call for information.

Visit
Us!

SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM
Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

Rev. Richard Jackson
and Rev. Henry Payne
Co-Pastors
Women’s Growth Institute
holds Community
Bible Study (CBS)
1st & 3rd Saturdays
Nov. - April 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Studying Ephesians
Childcare available
for ages 2-6
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Attention: Young Adults (18
– 25) our REACH Ministry
invites you to join the Tuesday
evening bible study weekly at
7 in the Youth Education
Building located at 921 20th St.
The Children and Youth
Ministries has a variety of social
outlets for ages 6-18. Your child
can learn basic Christian values
through Scouting. Cub and Boy
Scouts meet every Monday at

6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts meet
every 1st , 3rd & 5th Monday at
6:30 p.m.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Mr. Deon
Bryant. Contact the church at
894-4311 for more information.
Lunch Time Bible Study
each Wednesday at noon. We
invite you for an interactive
study for just 30 minutes in the
main sanctuary. Open to the
public.
We invite you, your family

and friends to join us for weekly
u p l i ft i n g an d s p i ri t fi l l ed
worship services every Sunday,
at 7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. Teen
Services are held every 2nd, 3rd
& 4th Sunday at 10 a.m. in the
Youth Chapel.
Visit us on the web: mzprogressive.org and like us on
FACEBOOK for other ministry
activities and events.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus

Christ.
Calendar for the Month of
December
Dec. 16 - Church Women
United meeting at 10 a.m.
Dec. 25 - Christmas DaySpecial Church Services at
9:30 a.m.
Dec. 31 - Watch Night
Services at St. John M. B.
Church beginning at 10.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general

public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn
“What Baptists Believe.”
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcome to join us.
Yo u n g A d u l t M i n i s t r y
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every
Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at
7 p.m.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School
The
Elim
Seventh-day
Adventist Church is located at
4824 2nd Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, Fl. 33711 (at the
corner of 49th Street and 2nd
Ave. South).
RADIO MINISTRY
Tune in to our weekly Radio
Bro a d cas ts : ( 1) This We
Believe, which is aired every
Saturday Mornings from 10:3011 and (2) Hope Faith & Truth,
which is aired each Sunday
Morning from 10-10:30. Both
programs can be heard on Praise
1590 AM and 96.5 FM WRXB,
or on the Web @ www.wrxb.us.
If you have questions about
any of the programs, or would
like to learn more about the

Bible, write to Pastor Jim R.
Davis, 4824 2nd Ave. S. St.
Petersburg, FL 33711.
ELIM JUNIOR ACADEMY
AND DAYCARE CENTER
The Elim Junior Academy
and the Elim Child
Development Center are still
accepting students. Our warm
and family friendly environment will provide the assurance
you need to be convinced that
Elim is the place for your child.
Call 727-327-8651 today and
speak with our principal, Mrs.
Lawanna McCoy, Ms. Delores
Smith, or visit us at 4824 2nd
Avenue, South, St. Petersburg,
33711.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Every Tuesday morning at
10, the Elim Seventh-day
Adventist Church distributes
free food items to the
co m m u n i t y. E v ery o n e i s
welcomed, while the supplies
last. No income verification is
needed, and no one is turned
away while there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon at
1:30 p.m., a Free Hot Lunch is
served to members of the
community. This takes place at
the Church facility. There are no
res t ri ct i o n s as t o wh o m ay
come; the food is free to all who
have needs. Please feel free to
stop by and have a meal with us!

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727-896-2922
www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Church News
due by 4 p.m. on
Monday of each week

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
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4th Grade Role Models with teachers, Khana Riley, Jennifer Jones, April Bradley,
Karole Cassidy, Michael Williams and Steven Whitfield.

ROLE MODELS

continued from front page
male mentor visits the school
site to hold a group session.
G u e s ts s peaker s are a lso
invited to come and speak from
a variety of backgrounds to
provide the young men with a
greater vision to which they
may aspire.
“Responsibility, restrain,
and respect are the three key
elements to being a role model
at Fairmount. We touch on these
elements on a consistent basis to
emphasize the importance of
these valued characteristics,”
says Whitfield. Recently, the
Role Models made an AntiBullying campaign to keep the
school bully free! Within the

program, a big brother little
brothe r syste m h as b een
designed amongst the young
men. The 5th graders serve as
the veterans and main mentors
for their 4th grade mentees.
Each Role Model makes a
positive impact on the school
every day. The Role Models
attend field trips to broaden
their horizons and expose them
to different experiences. Future
projects for the Role Models
include participating in the
MLK Parade, community
service events, and partnerships
with the Girlfriends Mentoring
program.
Dr. Williams, 5000 Role
Model Mentor/Counselor,
comments on the impact of this
program in the school

community as well as the
impact within the individuals
themselves. “By engaging the
students in the 5000 Role
Model program, they’re
learning how to communicate
with self-respect, honor and
leadership. They’re also developing a concept of professional
demeanor even though they’re
young. Embracing this
paradigm will help them to
more easily accept the culture
of leadership in the greater
society that they will be
growing up in.” The results of
the 5000 Role Model program
will continue to resound in the
lives of these young men as
they are held to a standard of
excellence in their school and
community abroad.
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